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Naples Farmers Market -
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m, on the
Village Green

Lakes Region Farmers Market -
Saturdays 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at the
Manchester Scheol on Route

302 in Windham

. Rippling Waters Crganic Farm
/ Diana has a farm store open seven
d were days a week from 8 a.m.-& p.m.
1gs a?dn on River Road in Steep Fails
1tto the Bridgton Farmars market
- Saturdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. on

xf:t e:; Depot Street behind Renys
. to the

BOMAM- g he grocery stare. Helen Rams-
$aliio- dell, a farmer in Denmark and
watkind  greaniyer of the markets in Bridg-
galittle  on and Naples, said both markets
ywould  have seen increased traffic.

“We see more and more people
ily ones coming,” Ramsdell said of the
odasa  pridgron markel. The increase in
TRARVE  yisitors is combined with the addi-

tion of three new vendors to make
a total of 15 in Bridgton and two
new vendors in Naples to make a
iotal of seven.

The vendors at Saturday’s mar-
ket were selling everything from
baked goods to greens, from vari-
ous kinds of meat to zucchini.
Later in the summer farmers will

be busy seiling tomatoes and corn,
Ramsdell said. Vendors aiso sell
honey, apples and maple syrup.

Bruce Fournier of Meadowsweet
Ltamb & Herb Farm in Denmark
was selling meat and herbs at
Saturday’s market. Pournier said
he has seen a remarkable increase
in customers in the four years he
has been with the Bridgton Farm-
ers Market. “The foot traffic is just
phencmenal,” Fournier said of
this season.

Fournier, who has been farm-
ing for 20 years, largely atiributed
the growth to the expansion and
back entrance at Reny’s, the paved
parking lot adjacent 1o the market

“Markets” see page 5

could get
new future

Purchase of Westbrook-
Windham line secures
frain rotte

By Ben Bragdon
bbragdon@keepmecurrent.com

Stephen Estes remembers when freight
from the Sebago Lake region was delivered
to market over the Mountain Division rail
tine,

Lumber, grain and wood shavings were
just a few of the producis that local busi-
nesses shipped from small enclaves like
Steep Falls, Hiram and Fryeburg to large
markets in Portland, Boston and beyond,
said Estes, owner of PY. Estes & Sons, a
quarry operation in Baldwin.

“They were all active when the rail went
offline. 1 can't help but think they could
come back and do some business,” said
Estes, who hopes the state can return rail
service to the region and give companies
another shipping option.

In mid-May, the state purchased a 5.2-
mile sectinn of the Mountain Division Rail
Line running from Westbrook to South
Windham from PanAm Railways, formerly
known as Guilford Rail. ~

The state now owns or has access tg the

“Rail” see page 3

process to conclude in quarry proposal
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application, hear testimony
from busque, his experts, and
residents, then decide if the
plan meets the criteria latd out
by the town's mineral extrac-
tien ordinance. The applica-
tion, like the one belore it
was approved by the Planning
Beard before it was handed tc
the council.

When Busgue cleared the
fand in 2004, he hoped the
quatry operation would be up
and munring by now. Instead,
the project is in limbo, caught
in a review process that started
four years ago.

Buring the cwrent review,
the second go-round Busque
has had with the council, ques-
tions have been raised about

the logic of having both the
Planning Board and the Town
Council conduct hearings.
Busgue, who scaled back the
operation in the Iatest applica-
tion, said he has done every-
thing that has been asked of
him, from infegrating a noise
mitigation plan to paving for
studies on vibration, water
quality and fraffic impacts. The
guarry wouid take up around
55 acres of the 160-acre prop-
erty, and be mined in phases.
But the neighbors who have
formed a group. the Windham
Preservaiion Committee, {o
oppose the quaity continue o
say Busque’s plan will intrude
on their day-to-day lives, and
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Pater Busque hopes to begl
“Quarry” see page 5 scheduled to meet Aug. 12
- .
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n work scon on his proposed Windham quarry. The Windham Town Council is
to decide whether to approve his second ntoposal.  Siaff shoto by Harmony Motter
. Jr
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>ved life’

swes tEChn]CIaD fnr North
American Industrial Servic-
. es of Gorhani.

e “Tony was always happy,
ad - jgyed baseball, loved snow-
ne. pearding,” said Tanya Olsen,
he ihe girlfriend of Clarkes
“4 boss, Dan Lyman, with
sh. whom he was close. “He was
m  justan all around fun guy.”
od " 102007 there wére 45 light-
M- ning deaths in the United
_ States, and one of those was
for  in Maine,

- The lightning was part of
- powerful storms that left
€r  thousands of people out of
g power July 18. Central Maine

ad  Power estimated that at 4 ,

4 pm. that day, an estimated
wUr - 9,800 hornes and businesses
, were out of power, mostly In
%" the Gorham and Standlsh
S8 greas.
Earlier in the afternocon
M moere than 10,000 a¢counts
In  were without service due to
35t thunderstorms  with high
lo- winds, lightning and hail.

usiness
n critical
m

flew from his motorcycle
7t and hit the sedan. He was

not wearing a helmet, said
#s Bridgton Police Chief David
lso  Lyons.
ffi- - Marsion was airlifted to
ot Central Maine Medical Cen-
3y- *ter with head and internal
¢ injuries, The driver of the caz,
-+ Kara Thurlow, 34, of Harrison
- was uninjured.
- Marston worked for the
e " Bridgton Police Department
- tHe eariy 19705 and is also

Rail service could be economic engine

“Rail” from page 1

entite 50-mile line, which
connecis to North Conway
N.H., and can begili regesch-
ing more closely the-oppor-
tunites presented by the rail
line. While {reight service may
be feasible in the near future,
cominuier  Seivice  seems
more likely to be a long-term
preject.

The reintroduction of rail
service between Portland and
Fryeburg, via Windham and
the Lakes Region, depends
in large part on the interest
of large scale cusipmers and
the future price of fuel, said
Nate Moulton of the Maine
Departmeni of Transporta-
tion.

The Mountain Divisicn line,
with all but the Portland-to-
Westhrook section out of ser-
vice since 1984, will require
an investment of around $20
million. The repair would
make the line suitable for
freight and excursion pas-
senger service, Moulton said.
The timber cross ties are in
poor shape along most of the
line, and track would have to
be laid in the Westbrook-to-
Windham section.

“The goal of the state is
to get it back in service and
get trucks off the roads,” he
said. The state paid $8065,000
for the final section of the
rail line, funding that was
approved in a statewide bond
referendum held last year.
The state spent arocund 51
million for the Windham-io-
Fryeburg section in 1997,

A repaired rail line greaily
interests Estes, who would
like to ship material from his
quarry to bigger markets in
Massachusetts, Connecticut
and Rhode Island, where it
cannot be practically shipped
by tuck. He also thinks it
would help out other busi-
nesses along the way.

“T think the rail line is just
a great opportunity for eco-
nomic development in this
area,” he said,

Larry: Seld! of Seidl Trucking
agiees,

"Most.  successful areas
use.all of their assets,” said
Seidl, who is aiso president of
the Baldwin Business Asso-
ciafion. “We have not been
developing our assets.”

High fuel costs are not

+ going away, said Seidl, so the

appeal of rail service will con-
tinue to grow: If just a couple
of companies come tc the
area because of rail, it will be
good for the region, he said.

“A factory or two along this
rail line is alt it will take,” said
Seidl.

The state will likely seek
federal funds to begin the rail
repair and bring the Moun-
tain Division line up to stan-
dard, But at some point &
carrier would have to come
forward to operate and main-
tain the line, Mouiten said. -

“If you are going to inter-
est any of them, it hasto he a
money-making proposition,”
he said.

A Department of Trans-
portation study presented
in December found that the
most likely use for a Moun-
tain Division line freight
service would be to ship
aggregates, such as sand and
gravel, from businesses near
the line, which runs from
Portland to Windham, aloag
the west stde of Sebago Lake,
then northwest to Fryeburg,

For the rail service to he
viable, cne or two large scale
users wotlld have to first
sign-on to ship along the line,
Moutlton said.

“You really need onre or two
big customers to get it going,
then you can add the smaller
guys along the line,” he said.

Accerding io the study, that
could be difficult. Of the two
dozen businesses who were
identified as likely shippers
and interviewed, most were
interesied in the prospect of
rail service. But many noted
that they did ziot ship in suf-
ficient amounts to use rail, or
could noi five with the incon-

sistent delivery times of rail.
With the entire line now
secure, Moulton said the state
needs to revisit the potential
customers and, after present-
ing concrete costs and times,
find who is really interested.
The state, and potential rail
customers and carriers, have
to continually compare the

costs of shipping on road

versus 1ail, he said. As diesel
prices, now at around $4.70
a gallon, continue to rise, rail
service becomes more atrac-
tive, he said.

Regardless of the initial
interest, if the rail line is re-
established, entrepreneurs
will come forward and use it
once it is in place, Bstes said.
Business owners who realize
how to take advantage of the
opportunity will be success-
fui, he said.

“We can go and try to find
markets and see if we can
make them work,” said Estas,

While leisurely, sightsee-
ing-centric excursion service
may be possible with the
same repair that is required
for freight service, commuter
trains along the Mountain
Division line are not likely for
vears, Moulton said. TG bring
the rail to commuter-speed
standards from Portland to
Fryeburg, the cost would
likely be around $42 miifion,
double that which is needed
for freight service.

Passenger service of the
kind that can be useful to
commuters would likely be
completed in stages, Moulton
said, and would likely have
to be subsidized. Demand
would likely depend on
whether the price of fuel con-
tinues to rise, making auto
travel less appealing, he said.

From Windham's per-
spective, commuter service
should be developed sconer
rather than later, said Keith
Luke, the town's economic
development director.

Lake, 2 proponent of public
transportation, said the state
should be looking to Massa-
chusett's North Shore as an
example. There, in the Bos-
ton suburbs, development
has occurred near the areas
that feature commuter rail
statiens, Luke said.

Fraight service will not
help nearby cemmunities a
great deal, Luke said. T the
state wants to realize great
dividends from rail devel-
opment, it should make the
large investment now, and
watch as commuters find the
service. Fast passenger Ser-
vice would be populay, and
as popularity increases, the
areas around stations would
develop, as would comple-
mentary services, he said.

“Passenger has to be the
focus, and speed is impor-
tant,” said Luke.

Looking for that something special?

Check out our

section today!
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