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Access Management 
 
For improved safety and enhanced mobility along the state’s highways, MaineDOT has 
developed a set of access management rules in response to legislation.  New rules applied to 
entrances (primary commercial) and driveways (primarily residential), promote location and 
access through sharing existing access points, or in carefully planned locations to preserve the 
safety and posted speed of arterials and thus enhance mobility.  MaineDOT access management 
rules are tailored to match the function of the road – less restrictive on minor collectors and more 
stringent on arterials – and regulate sight distance, corner clearance, spacing, setbacks, parking, 
drainage, and mitigation requirements.  All Rural State Highways and State Aid Roadways 
outside Urban Compact Areas are subject to the rules and must obtain a permit from MaineDOT.  
Municipalities with Urban Compact Areas are those in which the population, according to the 
last U.S. Census:  (a) exceeds 7,500 inhabitants or (b) is between 2,499 and 7,500 inhabitants 
with the ratio of people whose place of employment is in a given municipality to employed 
people residing in that same municipality is 1.0 or greater.  “Compact” or “Built-up section” 
means a section of the highway where structures are nearer than 200 feet apart for a distance of 
one-quarter of a mile.  Windham, Westbrook, Portland, Auburn and Lewiston are municipalities 
with the Urban Compact areas.  Therefore, only outside these areas Basic Safety Standards and 
Major Collector and Arterial Technical Standards will apply.  However, if the development is 
going to generate more than 100 trips (in and out of the site) during the peak hour according to 
the ITE Trip Generation Manual, MaineDOT’s Traffic Movement Permit will be necessary.   

 
Also, the MaineDOT Driveway and Entrance Rules include a reference to Service Center 
Communities when defining “Mobility Arterial Corridors,” which must comply with additional 
standards (Mobility Arterial Standards1 and Retrograde Arterial Standards2).  For purposes of 
these requirements, posted speed limit, average annual daily traffic, and Service Center areas 
were applied in determining whether a transportation corridor is considered a Mobility or 
Retrograde Arterial Corridor.  

                                                 
1 Mobility Arterial is a non-compact arterial that has a posted speed limit of 40 mph or more and is part of an arterial 
corridor located between Urban compact Areas or Service Centers that carries an average annual daily traffic of at 
least 5,000 vehicles per day of at least 50% of its length or is part of a Retrograde Arterial Corridor located between 
Mobility Arterials. 
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2 Retrograde Arterial is a Mobility Arterial where the access related crash-per-mile rate exceeds the 1999 statewide 
average for Arterials of the same-posted speed limit.  
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